
 

 

The Mersea Island Society 
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3rd November 2015 
 
Chairman’s Opening Comments. The Chairman, Sarah Shehadeh, opened the meeting and 
welcomed those attending. A total of 40 members and visitors were present. 
 
Apologies for Absence.  Apologies from David Hooker and John Philpott. 
 
Minutes of the Last AGM. These were accepted as a true record. 
 
Chairmans Report.  The current local issue at this date was the possible future re-building of a 
nuclear power station at the Bradwell site by Chinese developers. In order to gauge the members 
views, the chairman had produced a questionnaire asking if the committee should take no further 
opposing action or continue independently of other groups campaigning against the intended project. 
From the forms returned, the result showed 83% were in favour. 
The red squirrel project was progressing satisfactorily, with colonies now established at East Mersea 
and at Triangle Wood, West Mersea. 
Although staying on the committee, Heather Harrison was standing down as membership officer and 
the chairman paid tribute to Heather’s hard work and efficiency in this role over the past years. 
Finally the Chairman thanked all the committee for their hard work and support during the last 12 
months. 
 
Membership report. Heather Harrison gave her last report as membership secretary as she was 
handing the reins to Faith Richardson after seven years in that role. However, she will still undertake 
and manage the sales table, which holds some useful gift items.  
Grateful thanks was given to all the Mistral distributors, especially those who volunteered to do more 
than the one usual round.  
Any other offers of help with the magazine distribution and collection of renewal membership 
subscriptions would be most welcome. 
 
Secretary’s Report.  David Gibbons outlined the principal events and areas of involvement during 
the year.  
This included action by writing and supporting other groups to oppose Colchester BC’s  plan for toilet 
closures on the Island. 
It had been noticed that there was a very slow flush at the toilets by the Hard which caused problems 
and embarrassment during busy visitor periods. This was advised to the Mersea  council, who had 
eventually accepted responsibility for the toilets from CBC, and the existing tank which covered  all 
pans was replaced by direct mains supply. 
Indistinct road signage at the intersection of Firs Chase and Coast road was causing problems to 
drivers, particularly due to the unusual right of way. This had been advised to Essex CC who are 
aware of the problem and will act in due course. 
On the social side, a very successful garden party was held in June in Sarah Shehadeh’s garden 
attended by 30 members. Thanks was given to all who helped with the arrangements and catering 
and especially to Sarah herself, although unfortunately she was unable to attend due to illness. 
In September Phil Passfield organised a Footpath Walk event with some 40 participants starting from 



 

 

the East Mersea village having received general guidance and directions. Very useful information was 
received back on their return regarding the state of the paths, which Phil was able to pass on to the 
appropriate authorities. 
Unfortunately Phil has had to resign from the committee although he is willing to help with our future 
walking events. Grateful thanks was given for Phil’s overall contribution and hard work which will be 
sadly missed. 
The committee’s gratitude was expressed to our Mistral compiler Claus Ohmke for all his valuable 
efforts and to all contributors to the magazine.  
 
Treasurers Report 
Copies of the accounts for year ended 30.9.2015, produced by David Gibbons and examined by 
Malcolm Ede, had been distributed. These showed a surplus for the year of £1087, which increased 
the general fund to £7525. The red squirrel fund was unchanged at £74.  
Total funds available at bank, cash and stock stood at £7599. 
 
Election of Chairman.  
Sarah Shehadeh was re-elected Chairman. 
 
Election of Committee. 
All the present committee were elected en-bloc together with John Philpott and Edward Turkington.  
 
A.O.B.  Nothing raised. 
 
Speaker. There followed a very interesting talk by local author Peter Inson on his early experiences 
with boys growing up under the disadvantages of broken family life with fathers absent following 
divorce. These unfortunate circumstances became the spur and motivation for his writing. A vote of 
thanks was given by Ian Crossley. 
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